
 

 

2019 Resolution- 3 

 

Rationale: 

 

Biblical history begins when God calls Abraham to migrate from his own country to the land that 

God will show him.  Sons of Jacob travel to Egypt seeking food to avoid starvation.  Later his 

family is unified when the whole family migrates to Egypt to be with Joseph.  Centuries later, 

because life under slavery and oppression was impossible, Israel is led by God to migrate from 

Egypt toward a land of milk and honey. Mary, Joseph and Jesus migrated from Israel to Egypt 

because their own land was no longer safe for them. 

 

The presence of Lutherans in North America began with the migration of Lutherans from Europe 

who left their own countries because of wars or lack of economic opportunity. At the end of 

World War II one in every six Lutherans in the world was a refugee or a displaced person 

sparking a new wave of Lutheran migrants to the U.S.  

 

Over recent years thousands of migrant minors have come to the United States seeking 

opportunities or because their own countries have been unsafe. Often they are forced to flee their 

communities because of complex and interrelated reasons, including chronic violence, poverty, 

environmental displacement and lack of opportunities in El Salvador, Honduras and 

Guatemala.  The number of unaccompanied minors increased from 41,435 in 2017 to 50,036 in 

2018.  

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Accompanying Migrant Minors with 

Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO) 

Strategy  (www.elca.org/ammparo) provides opportunities for synods, congregations and 

members of the ELCA to accompany minors and their families.  Through the Guardian Angels 

Program twenty-seven members of the Southeast Michigan Synod have been trained and are now 

visiting the Immigration Court in Detroit on Thursdays when minors appear before immigration 

judges. At least one congregation has submitted application to the ELCA to become a 

Welcoming Congregation. 

 

The needs and challenges of tens of thousands of migrant children who have fled for security and 

viability are immense.  God, who accompanies us, calls us to welcome the foreigner and to 

welcome migrant minors in our midst and at our border. 

 

Resolved, that the Southeast Michigan Synod becomes an AMMPARO Synod that seeks to 

accompany  Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities; and 

 

http://www.elca.org/ammparo


 

 

Resolved, that this Assembly encourages congregations to regularly pray for migrant minors and 

encourage congregational members to pray for them on Thursday mornings when members of 

the synod are with minors in the Immigration Court; and 

 

Resolve, that this Assembly encourages congregations to become Welcoming Congregations that 

welcome, pray for migrant children and their families and refer persons as needed to medical, 

legal and pastoral resources. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deacon Denise Benjamin, Christ the Redeemer Adrian 

Pastor Lori Carey, Trinity Ann Arbor 

Pastor Jack Eggleston, Unity Southgate 

Pastor Elizabeth Friedman, Lord of Light Ann Arbor 

Pastor Roger Harms, Retired, Trinity Ann Arbor 

Pastor Jill Heather, Emmanuel Southfield 

Pastor Sharon Janot, Abiding Presence Rochester Hills 

Lynn Justusson, Peace Southfield 

Pastor Bill Kirsh-Carr, Beautiful Savior Bloomfield Hills 

Pastor Tim Larson, Peace Southfield 

Pastor Scott Seeke, Holy Cross Livonia 

Pastor Alex Steward, Trinity Richmond 

Pastor Krister Ulmanis, Christ Sterling Heights 

 

The committee recommends this resolution. 


