2019 Resolution- 4

Resolution for Increased Accountability in Cases of Sexual Misconduct
Rationale:
“Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become
known.” (Luke 12:2)
In 2007, Tarana Burke sparked the #metoo movement, which sought to bring light to incidents of
sexual misconduct while also seeking to support the victims of said misconduct, particularly in
underprivileged communities. This movement took off in 2017 with allegations against and
revelations about highly visible individuals within society. The list of perpetrators also includes
multiple public members of the church at large.
In light of the #metoo movement, how instances of sexual misconduct are handled is decidedly
important to maintaining public trust so that the church can continue our faithful proclamation of
the Gospel. As followers of Christ, we acknowledge that we are all broken people living in a
broken world. We are called as the church, by virtue of our baptism, to act in ways that maintain
the public trust so that our proclamation of the good news of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ
can continue to be spread to all nations. This call includes creating safe spaces for victims where
their stories can be heard and believed without fear of recrimination. We are also called to be a
place where victims can find advocates to help them navigate what it means for perpetrators to
have forgiveness while still being held properly accountable and called to repentance.
Resolved:
Be it resolved that the Southeast Michigan Synod Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) clearly and explicitly renounces sexism and sexual misconduct in all its
forms. Further, we acknowledge all the ways in which we have been complicit, either explicitly
or implicitly, in acts of sexual misconduct.

Be it further resolved that the Southeast Michigan Synod Assembly call upon the Southeast
Michigan Synod Council to commit to creating safe spaces for victims to be heard and believed
without fear of recrimination. We also call upon the synod council to recommit to standards of
accountability for perpetrators of sexual misconduct which are in line with “Definitions and
Guidelines for Discipline,” and appropriate in relation to the offense.
Submitted by Pastor Jennifer Kiefer, St John Lutheran, Dundee
Pastor Ted Kerr, Prince of Peace Lutheran, Ida
Pastor Paul Walters, Lutheran Church of the Master, Troy
Pastor Rick Hogan, Faith Lutheran Church, Brownstown
Pastor Lindsey Anderson, Detroit Cooperative Parish, Detroit
Pastor Roland Troike, Retired, Dean of conference 1
Pastor Kathy Tulman, Zion Lutheran, Chelsea
Pastor Justin Dittrich, St. Paul, Grosse Pointe Farms
Pastor Nik Schillack, Beautiful Savior, Bloomfield Hills
Rev. Joyce Partyka Staib, St. Peter’s in St. Clair
Rev. Ken Staib, St. Peter's in St. Clair.

The committee recommends this Resolution.

