January 2021

To the Members and Friends of the Southeast Michigan Synod,
Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! In the midst of the most challenging health crisis
in one hundred years and at the start of a new year that can hardly be more complicated than the one we just finished, I
want to take a moment to say “Thank You!”
Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting our Rise Up! Campaign even in midst of a global pandemic. Thank you for
continuing to care for the future of our Lutheran witness here in southeast Michigan during this time of dramatic
change. Thank you for being a partner with us as we look to the future with hope, not exactly certain where we will be
called next, but confident that Christ goes with us.
The limits, constraints and obstacles presented by our commitment to keeping our members and friends healthy during
COVID meant also that many of the programs, outreach and training events that are a part of Rise Up! had to be put on
hold for most of 2020. The blessing we were able to enjoy was that because of the connections already in place, and
because of the resources already in hand, we have been able to support each other and make plans for a robust return
to public face-to-face ministry when it is at last safe to do that.
The wait has been long, I know. And even though vaccines are now coming on line, it will be a while longer before we
can go back to what we thought of as “normal.” My great hope, however, is that we will have used this time to learn
new ways of being church, as well as to renew our commitment to telling the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
So thank you again for your faithfulness and continued commitment in support of Rise Up! and in support of the
congregations and leaders of the Southeast Michigan Synod. And may this new year of God’s grace bring hope, peace,
and light to each of God’s children.

Grace and peace,

Bishop Don Kreiss
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