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With the whole church, we are mindful of the cost of this pandemic and continue to pray for all
who have lost loved ones or have faced other hardships. The pandemic has impacted all
colleges and universities, but through the ongoing challenges, Wittenberg found creative,
profound ways to shine its unique light this past year through in-person learning, service,
storytelling, music, art, and more.
Understanding that residential in-person learning is a cornerstone of the Wittenberg
experience, we welcomed our students back to campus in August 2020 with extensive health
and safety measures in place. Our COVID Response Team, which includes three alumni
physicians, played a crucial role in providing guidance and recommendations to ensure a safe
living-learning experience for our students. To date, we have remained in-person and are
planning for in-person Commencement exercises on May 15.
As a University that challenges students to become responsible global citizens, to discover their
callings, and to lead personal, professional, and civic lives of creativity, service, compassion,
and integrity, we were also blessed again this year by the presence of two scholarship
recipients of the ELCA’s International Women Leaders initiative. Satta Sheriff, class of 2023,
from Kakata City, Margibi County, Liberia, is currently double majoring in English and sociology
with a concentration in criminology, while Evelina Chandran, class of 2022, from Kota Kinabalu,
Malaysia, is pursuing math. Together, they are sharing their special light on campus as they
pass on their knowledge, passion for learning, and global perspectives with our community.
In pre-pandemic years, we would have gathered for large community events such as our annual
Lessons and Carols for Advent and Christmas. While this was not possible in 2020, we were
grateful for campus partners who helped to create a special virtual experience complete with
choir performances stemming as far back as the 1960s. Faith-based, socially distanced
demonstrations, devotions, and activities, all with digital components, helped to connect our
community throughout the year.
Additionally, issues surrounding food scarcity saw a marked increase this year nationally and on
our campus, and we responded. Our student food pantry, Campus Cupboard, expanded its
physical footprint in October. We also received more than $1,000 in donations from alumni,
faculty, and staff to support the pantry’s mission. Such generosity has allowed us to distribute
more than 1,000 meals this academic year, plus many other health and household items.
Lastly, we joined together virtually on March 11, our Founder's Day, for the annual Commit to
Witt 24-hour day of giving, which resulted in a record $567,858 in contributions. During the
event, we also officially launched our $100-million Having Light: The Campaign for Wittenberg
University. The campaign looks to support all that defines the institution, especially the people,
who inquire, create, inspire, and compete here; the place, where we come together as a
community and welcome others to learn and grow; and the present, when the next generation
of Wittenberg graduates learns to pass on its light.

