Assembly 2021
Conference 9
Pr. Jennifer Kiefer – St John/Dundee
The Conference 9 is made up of fourteen congregations:
Christ, Monroe – Pastor David Hively
Christ The Redeemer, Adrian –
Gloria Dei, Tecumseh – Pastor Sarah Mayer-Flatt
Good Shepherd, Monroe – Cathy Maxwell, LLM
Immanuel, N. Blissfield – Pastor Joshua Rinas, pulpit supply
Immanuel, W. Ida – Pastor Kathi Boland
Prince of Peace, Ida – Pastor Ted Kerr
St. John, Dundee – Pastor Jennifer Kiefer, Vicar Janice Locke
St. Luke, Temperance – Pastor Robyn Kistemaker and Pastor Kari Rinas
St. Paul, Blissfield – Pastor Joshua Rinas, pulpit supply
St. Paul, Maybee – Pastor Kathi Boland
St. Paul, Temperance – Pastor Lew Carlson
Trinity, Riga – David Corliss, LLM
Zion, Summerfield – Pastor David Vinceguerra
Conference 9 is a mostly rural conference that runs from the Ohio border to Adrian and from Monroe
County to Lenawee. Less than 1/3 of our congregations are located in or near a mid-sized town or city.
This can be a challenge and a blessing. We have continued discerning what a faithful and effective area
ministry strategy looks like amid both the challenges and the blessings of rural and small town ministry.
As with the rest of the congregations in the synod, this has been a year of challenge and adaptation.
During the shut down, some congregations turned to live streaming worship, while others prerecorded and still others had to rely on weekly mailings of sermons and bulletins. The summer months
allowed many of our congregations to gather outdoors, when the weather cooperated, and some
congregations enjoyed outdoor worship so much that they are looking forward to it doing this again in

the summer of 2021. We continue to adapt and do our best to make worship as accessible as possible
given the resources and needs of our congregations.
This year, we bid farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Gary Leking, who retired from St. Paul, Blissfield and
Immanuel, Palmyra after over 35 years of ministry. We welcomed Pastor Joshua Rinas, who has taken
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on a pastoral role at St. Paul and Immanuel. This summer, we celebrated, from afar, the ordination of
Pastor Kathi Boland and her installation at Immanuel, W. Ida and St. Paul, Maybee, where we celebrate
a new partnership of minister between these two congregations.
In Christ,
Pastor Jennifer Kiefer
Conference 9 Dean

