Assembly 2022
Conference 9
Pr. Jennifer Kiefer – St John/Dundee
The Conference 9 is made up of thirteen congregations:
Christ, Monroe – Pastor David Hively and Wayne Butts, LLM
Gloria Dei, Tecumseh – Pastor Ted Kerr
Good Shepherd, Monroe – Cathy Maxwell, LLM
Immanuel, N. Blissfield – Pastor Joshua Rinas, pulpit supply
Immanuel, W. Ida – Seminarian Alysa Offman
Prince of Peace, Ida – Pastor Sean Ewbank and Deacon Denise Benjamin, interim
St. John, Dundee – Pastor Jennifer Kiefer and Vicar Janice Locke
St. Luke, Temperance – Pastor Robyn Kistemaker and Pastor Kari Rinas
St. Paul, Blissfield – Pastor Joshua Rinas, pulpit supply
St. Paul, Maybee – Jim Puhl, LLM
St. Paul, Temperance – Pastor Lew Carlson and Jim Puhl, LLM
Trinity, Riga – David Corliss, LLM
Zion, Summerfield – Pastor David Vinceguerra
Conference 9 is a mostly rural conference that includes congregations from Monroe and Lenawee counties.
Less than 1/3 of our congregations are located in or near a mid-sized town or city. This can be a challenge
and a blessing. We have begun to hold conference wide discussions, that include clergy and laity as we
continue discerning what a faithful and effective area ministry strategy looks like amid both the challenges
and the blessings of rural and small town ministry.
As with the rest of the congregations in the synod, we have continued to navigate the pandemic and learn
what works and what doesn’t when it comes to providing equitable access to worship across in areas that
don’t have the most reliable internet access. This has involved a lot of creativity and faithfulness to meet
the needs of our communities. We resumed gathering in person for monthly meetings of clergy and weekly
breakfast meetings.
This past year saw a significant amount of transition. In August, we gathered to give thanks for the faithful
witness of Christ the Redeemer, Adrian, as they decided to close. In October, Pastor Sarah Mayer-Flatt
resigned her call, at Gloria Dei, to tend to her on going health challenges. In November, Pastor Kathi Boland
resigned her call at Immanuel, W. Ida and St. Paul, Maybee, to take a call in Illinois. In December, Pastor
Ted Kerr resigned his call at Prince of Peace and is now serving a term call at Gloria Dei. Jim Puhl, LLM is
now providing pulpit supply at St. Paul, Maybee, and we welcomed Seminarian Alysa Offman who is
providing pulpit supply at Immanuel, W. Ida. We celebrate with Vicar Janice Locke, who is soon to graduate
from United Lutheran Seminary and will hopefully be ordained in the near future. Finally, I am stepping
down from my role as Dean of Conference 9 and Pastor of St. John, Dundee, to accept the Bishop’s
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invitation to serve as the Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational and Synod Life. It has been an honor to
serve as Pastor of St. John for 8.5 years and as Dean of the Conference for the past 5 years.
In Christ,
Pastor Jennifer Kiefer
Conference 9 Dean

