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As in all ministries, youth and family ministries have seen a huge cultural shift in how we provide and 

support faith formation in the lives of young people and families.  As we navigate this shift, we need to 

constantly remind ourselves that we can indeed find redemption, courage, faith, wisdom, purpose and 

belonging through the most challenging and difficult circumstances. As we continue on a path towards 

changing and shifting cultural norms we can be transformed for the unknown that is ahead of us.  

Inshallah.  God’s will be done.   

 

ELCA Gathering 2022 Update | Minneapolis Minnesota | Summer 2022 

SEMI Synod Representatives: 

Synod Coordinator, Amy Cooley Higgs | amych@shalomlife.org  

Synod Day Director, Kristin Boris McCarthy | kristinboris0@gmail.com 

 

Gathering leadership continues to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and how it may impact the 2022 

ELCA Youth Gathering, MYLE & the tAble. Many of those impacts remain unknown this far in advance of 

the event dates. The ELCA plans to provide an update on the Gathering’s viability later this summer 

(before registration opens) and again in late November/early December.  Thank you for your patience 

and understanding as we work through these details with an ever-changing virus. 

The Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) will gather under the theme of “Made Free” in the 

summer of 2022. 

 

“Someday this pandemic will cease. Someday we will emerge from our sheltering in place. Someday our 

youth groups will meet again. What then? What do we do?” At the ECLA Extravaganza in February, Scott 

Cormode spoke about what comes next. He offered insights on how to innovative in the face of change. 

His book, “The Innovative Church” (Baker Academic, 2020), shows how we will have to change our 

understanding of Christian leadership if we are going to respond with agility to the world that COVID-19 

created. Cormode’s book would make a great study for leadership teams.  You can find it at: 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1540962261 
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The ELCA Youth Ministry Network is a great way for paid and volunteer youth workers to partner with 

experts in the field and gain support for their work.  This year the network held their annual 

Extravaganza (E) which is the conference that supports youth workers throughout the ELCA virtually.   

You can find out more about becoming a member of the network at http://www.elcaymnet.org  

Members can access resources at http://www.MartinsList.org 

Youth Workers Unite continues to meet virtually to offer support, encouragement, and resource sharing 

for both paid and volunteer youth workers in our Synod.  We are grateful to Rebecca Couser 

(Calvary/Clarkston) who serves as group organizer.  Visit their Facebook page for updates: SEMI 

Lutheran Youth Workers Unite and make sure folks representing young people in your congregation are 

made aware of this group. 

God’s peace always and in all ways! 

Lisa Jeffreys- Director of Youth Ministry, SEMI Synod- lisa.l.jeffreys@gmail.com 
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