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Our purpose is to support the companion relationship that the Southeast Michigan Synod shares with the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL).   We have an active and dedicated 

group who serve with passion and joy.  We are actively recruiting new members, especially recent 

travelers to the Holy Land, to join the task force to help support our Lutheran colleagues and ministries 

in the Holy Land.    

This was of course not a normal year, as we adapted to Zoom meetings and struggled to embrace our 

companions in the Holy Land who added the burden of Covid 19 to their life under Israeli occupation.  

Their economy, which is very reliant on tourism, was devasted in 2020, and is not expected to return to 

“normal” until at least 2022.  This was particularly felt in the ELCJHL Schools, which is over 60% of their 

budget, as tuition payments were missed because of unemployment and perceived value of online 

instruction.  But our work continued. 

The 2020 response to our work and goals: 

• Educate the Synod about the Israeli / Palestinian Conflict, particularly as it impacts the members of 

the six congregations of the ELCJHL.  We developed a Power Point Presentation and presented it on 

Zoom for Conference 10 Adult Forum. This is available for other Conferences and Congregations in 

the Synod.  

• Promote trips to the Holy Land for SEMI members and friends.  All trips were canceled and are not 

expected to return until 2022 but look for announcements from the Synod.  We will be 

enthusiastically welcomed when it is safe. 

• Financially support the ELCJHL. Members of the task force and leaders from two other synods 

started a non-profit organization Opportunity Palestine in 2015.  Its purpose is to support the 

schools and educational activities of the ELCJHL, primarily through scholarships to needy families.  

We raised over $70,000 in 2020.  Continued support is vital and OP and the Synod are redoubling 

efforts to support the ELCJHL and the Schools at this critical time.  More information is available 

and online donations are accepted at:  http://www.opportunitypalestine.org/. 

• Advocate for a just peace in the Middle East to our legislators and President.  This is done 

throughout the year and during Advocacy conferences in Washington, DC.  The ELCA Peace Not 

Walls Campaign has regular advocacy initiatives to raise up issues to our national representatives.  

For more information please contact: 

Dave Upmeyer upmeyers@hotmail.com or Pastor Sean Ewbank  s.ewbank@semisynod.com  
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