Hunger Task Force Report
Members of the SEMI Synod Hunger Task Force include: Co-Chair Rev. Sara Freudenburg, Co-Chair
Rev. Anna Taylor-McCants, Denise Benjamin, Rev. Diane Greble, Rev. Ms. Doris Haskins, LLM
Christine Ritter, Wesley Davis, Seminarian Alysa Offman, and LLM Robin McCants of Synod Staff.
The Hunger Task Force continues its work of supporting our synod’s hunger ministries. We continue to
grow relationships with the hunger ministries in our synod by inviting them to our monthly
meetings. Each month ministries from a specific conference join us to explain what their ministry does,
its joys and challenges, and to ascertain if any support is needed from us. It has been a joy to see the
creative and vibrant ministries that are working to eradicate hunger in Southeast Michigan.
Continuing the work we began in 2021, we are keeping our database of SEMI Synod hunger ministries up
to date and now have a presence on the SEMI synod Justice webpage. This database and website help our
team relay opportunities such as the Hunger Leaders Gathering and various grant opportunities to leaders
in our congregations.
We applied for an ELCA Hunger Grant in 2021 and received $3000. We will be using the funds to host a
Hunger Ministries Networking event and to create Hunger Education for our synod. The networking
event will help us connect leaders to one another to share resources, best practices, etc. The Hunger
Education will be available to churches who wish to take a deeper dive into food insecurity and its causes
as well as practical steps to work towards hunger justice.
Members of this task force serve as grant reviewers for local applicants of the ELCA’s Domestic Hunger
Grant process. The past three-year awardees are: Christ The Redeemer Lutheran Church Adrian,
Michigan (2018) Metropolitan Organizing Strategy Enabling Strength (MOSES) Detroit, Michigan
(2019) Gracious Saviour Lutheran Church, Detroit, Michigan (2020). In March we held a Grant Writing
information session to answer questions about applying for the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant. In June
2022, we anticipate another round of Daily Bread grants to become available to support the small-project
hunger initiatives of our congregations. More about those grants are available
at https://support.elca.org/site/TR?fr_id=1391&pg=entry.
Our synodically authorized worshipping community, FedUp Ministries, continues to serve those facing
food insecurity. FedUp serves good, healthy, food truck style food with dignity to communities who have
been economically oppressed and exploited in Southeast Michigan.
Our 2022 Goals include: 1- Invite each hunger ministry in the synod to our meetings to build
relationships with them 2- Create and schedule a grant question and answer workshop 3- Plan a hunger
event for members of our synod 4- Create Hunger Education for the synod.
Respectfully Submitted by Pastor Sara Freudenburg, Hunger Task Force Co-Chair

