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Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan 
Report for Synod Assembly 2020-2021 

 

 Autumn of 2019 brought several new students and continued new life 

to Lutheran Campus Ministry at U of M and Lord of Light Lutheran Church, and 

by the time Bishop Kreiss visited in January of 2020, we were typically nearing 

or surpassing 50 in attendance at our Sunday evening services – up from 

roughly 10-15, typically, in autumn of 2017. Our student snail-mail list (students 

who are involved enough to receive actual pieces of mail from us, including 

care packages) now includes over 40 names (we had one student involved in 

2017). 

 2019 also saw our first 

discernment retreat as well as the 

conclusion of our kitchen and 

fellowship hall renovations. In early 

2020, the old carpet was replaced 

in our sanctuary by an engineered wood floor, which gives an 

updated look and is easier to clean and maintain. Many thanks to all 

who contributed to the National LCM Foundation matching grant, 

which made these necessary renovations possible! 

 Pastor Elizabeth, along with one of our Ph.D. students, Ben 

Hollenbach, led the Young Adult track at the Great Lakes Gathering 

in Kalamazoo in February of 2020, and two other LCM students 

were also able to attend. With help from Lord of Light, another 

student was able to attend the Lutheran Student Movement 

Gathering in D.C. in December, 2019.  

Like every other ministry, the pandemic sent us reeling in March of 

2020. We did our best to figure out how to do ministry, what, if 

anything, we could do in person, and how to manage continued 

outreach and care via Zoom and social media. We scrambled to assess whether there was any way to make our 

small, unventilated sanctuary safe for small gatherings (we 

determined there was not), and figured out how to ensure our 

student residents, who live in the church apartment, would be 

able to stay in separate parts of the building when they needed 

to quarantine. We had to close Vida, our free study space, 

because there wasn’t a way to keep it open and staffed safely. 

(We do plan to open it again post-pandemic.) We did our best 

to find ways to stay connected, imperfect though Zoom is.  

However, alongside all of the loss, the pandemic has 

given us some new insights and innovations as well.  
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Students joined in online events throughout the 

spring and summer, since geography was no longer a 

barrier to participation. Student-led book groups were 

quite successful, with Lord of Light adults joining in with 

students, and relationships growing and solidifying 

between students and long-time members. Together 

with our Washtenaw Conference, we joined in 

Dialogues on Race, and students were able to 

participate from their parents’ homes. Pastor 

Elizabeth’s Zoom coffee hour on Tuesdays draws a 

pretty regular group now, and some of the students 

who now reliably attend were either wary of church or 

hadn’t regularly attended services in the past. Student 

leaders organized and hosted an online presentation on 

consent and disclosure by the Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Center at Michigan. LCM at U of M 

hosted a Big 10 Trivia Night, with 8 of the Big 10 schools participating; UW-Madison hosted a second, and we are 

planning to continue to keep our ministries connected with online events in the future. Whenever the weather 

has permitted, we’ve gotten together to go for walks. 

Care packages have been a major feature of our ministry this year. With help from a Thrivent Action 

Grant, our four student leaders planned and implemented surprise Advent packages for the entire community, 

with help from some other students as well. Lent and Holy Week kits were also prepared and sent out to 

everyone in our community, and finals survival kits went out to students at the end of term.  

There is now a clear division of labor between the LCM 

Board (operations, development) and the Lord of Light Council 

(direct ministry and worship), with both arms of the organization 

communicating fully. At this point, 4 of 7 council members are 

students – so our ministry, service, and outreach initiatives are 

increasingly being influenced by student leadership, with input, 

collaboration, and guidance from more experienced congregation 

members. 

Pastor Elizabeth meets weekly over Zoom with our four 

student leaders, who plan and coordinate various efforts. On 

Wednesday evenings, we have been hosting “Faith &” conversations 

about everything from food to worry to family to sexuality – in the 

autumn, around the fire outside, and in the winter, over Zoom. 

Pastor Elizabeth also hosted outdoor mid-week Communion services 

in the autumn, which were regularly attended, even as services 

remained fully online.  
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Over the summer, we will plan to worship 

outside and have in-person outdoor and online 

events. Many of our involved students will be in Ann 

Arbor throughout spring and summer. We will 

reassess whether we are able to move indoors in the 

late autumn, and we remain hopeful that this will be 

possible. Like all of you, we look forward to the day 

when we can meet again together, and do ministry 

that is both newly informed by accessibility, but also 

connects on a deeply personal level. 

Please check our website at www.lcm-

um.org and connect with us on Facebook and 

Instagram to find out more about what’s going on 

right now. If you know a college student, please 

connect them with their LuMin campus ministry 

(anywhere in the country!) by going to: www.luminelca.org/refer-a-student. 

We continue to wait and hope for the end of the pandemic, knowing that the church and our ministry is 

ultimately not ours, but God’s. Thank you so much to the Southeast Michigan Synod, and to our partner 

congregations, for making our ministry possible: 

 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Bloomfield Hills 

Emmanuel Lutheran, Ypsilanti 

Holy Trinity Lutheran, Livonia 

Holy Faith Church, Saline 

King of Kings Lutheran, Lake Orion 

Lord of Light Lutheran, Ann Arbor 

Salem Lutheran, Flint 

St. John Lutheran, Dundee 

St. John’s Lutheran, Fowlerville 

St. Paul Lutheran, Dearborn  

St. Paul Lutheran, Port Huron 

Trinity Lutheran, Ann Arbor 

Zion Lutheran, Ann Arbor 

Zion Lutheran, Chelsea 

http://www.lcm-um.org/
http://www.lcm-um.org/
http://www.luminelca.org/refer-a-student

