Mbulu Task Force 2021 Report to Synod Assembly
Bwana Asifiwe! Praise the Lord!
The Southeast Michigan Synod’s Mbulu Task Force exists to accompany the Mbulu Diocese of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT), as it has done since 1990. Our task group is one of 20
companion synod relationships to Tanzania as part of the ELCA’s Global Mission, which is now known as
Service and Justice at the ELCA.
The Mbulu Task Force was gearing up for its 2nd
Annual Gathering in March 2020, which would have
been held after what became the pandemic shutdown.
There was much uncertainty in the air as COVID-19
cases were on the rise and we were so excited about
our event. We made the tough decision to postpone,
just as Governor Whitmer called for the first of many
stay-at-home orders.
Over the past year, the Mbulu Task Group has met infrequently. We are currently restarting our team and will
meet to strategize for the coming year shortly before the 2021 Synod Assembly.
Congregations have been generously active during the pandemic, continuing to raise funds to support students
of the Dongebesh Secondary School. We remain thankful for all the support the SE Michigan Synod continues
to provide for our siblings on the other side of the world.
Moving forward through 2021 and beyond, we anticipate more opportunities such as:
 Connecting congregations of the Southeast Michigan Synod to a partner of the Mbulu Diocese
 Identifying and planning projects that speak to the Task Groups’ priority areas of Preaching, Teaching,
Health/Healing, and Communications/Fundraising
 Planning the next Annual Event
 Planning the next travel opportunity to Tanzania
 Planning to bring representatives from Tanzania to the United States
We thank the leadership of the Mbulu Diocese: Bishop Nicolaus Nsanganzelu, General Secretary Fabian
Adayo, Women’s Ministry Magdelena Mathayo and the many congregations for their prayers and engagement
with us. Visit www.ELCT.org for more information.
Submitted on behalf of the Task Group Chair, Rev. Jonathan Heierman, and our members:
Pastor Walt Dickinson, Deborah Heierman, Pastor Kurt Hutchens, Rev. Jan Marvar, Deacon Jill McKinney,
Sharon Spencer, Andrea Stevenson, Bill Stevenson and Robin McCants, Assistant to the Bishop.

