
Proposed Memorial 2022-03 

Creation of ELCA Strategy Regarding Black Migrants 
 
Rationale: 
 
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed the years 2015 – 2024 the International Decade 
for People of African Descent (https://www.un.org/en/observances/decade-people-african-descent). 
Persons of African descent are the most marginalized persons throughout the world, due to the history 
of colonialism, slave trade, and human trafficking. This legacy continues to cause instability for people of 
African descent. 

Many factors contribute to this ongoing instability.  Refugees and internally displaced Africans are often 
hosted by other African countries or communities within their own countries. These host sites do not 
have adequate resources to support refugees; therefore these refugees and migrants constitute some of 
the poorest and most marginalized groups. 

Furthermore, African descent migrants may experience discrimination in their access to justice.  They 
face alarmingly higher rates of police violence, and they are frequently subject to racial profiling.   

People of the African diaspora in the U.S., Europe, and the Caribbean have made great contributions to 
societies that enrich all of us. All people deserve the same right to full protection, equal humanitarian 
aid, full access to justice and due process under U.S. and international immigration laws. 

 
RESOLVED, that the 2022 Southeast Michigan Synod Assembly memorialize the 2022 Churchwide 
Assembly to create, fund, and staff a comprehensive strategy that advocates for policies and laws that 
welcome, receive and support Black migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers; and that provides funding 
for programs and partners that accompany Black migrants (in particular those in transit in European 
countries and across Latin borders to the U.S.); and 

RESOLVED, that the 2022 Southeast Michigan Synod Assembly memorialize the 2022 Churchwide 
Assembly, utilizing the support and consultation of appropriate units of this church* and affiliated 
agencies, expand, staff and fund the AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Resources and Opportunities) strategy to offer assistance and support for Black migrants in 
transit, especially in Latin America and the Caribbean. This will include the development of worship and 
prayer resources that recognize holidays, events, and activities that will encourage solidarity with 
migrants. 

*Directors of African Descent Ministries, African National Ministries, the Service and Justice Home Area, 
Advocacy, and the Lutheran Office for World Community. 

Submitted by: 
 
Unity Lutheran Church, Congregation Council 
Pastor Ken Grant, Genesis Lutheran Church 
 
The resolution committee recommends adoption of this memorial. 


