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Dear siblings in Christ,
Greetings from Capital University! As we conclude the 2020-2021 academic year, I’m grateful
to share with you a report on religious and spiritual life here at Capital. Please feel free to use my
contact information, shared at the end of this report, if you have questions or would like to better
connect with Capital.
In July 2020, we welcomed Interim President Dave Kaufman, a lifelong Lutheran and member of
All Saints in Worthington, OH. Dave came to us after retiring as CEO of Encova Insurance and
has capably led us through the struggles of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on
enrollment, residency, and economic challenges. We experienced real pain due to budget cuts
and position reductions. We also persevered in ways that revealed the resilience of students,
faculty, and staff alike. Our pandemic response team, led by Reneé Dunnington, our Dean of
Nursing, showed incredible flexibility in keeping our community safe as we continued Capital’s
core missioin of transforming lives.
We continue to expand internship offerings through our Center for Faith and Learning. Donorfunded positions allow graduate students to act as mentors to undergraduates and project leaders
for major CFL initiatives like our speaker series and Hinges Conference. Undegraduate
internships included students focused on Electronic Media and Film, Music Industry, Religion,
and Contemporary Worship majors or minors. As they earn academic credit and put their gifts to
work in developing our minsitries, we coach them through our core practices of vocational
exploration: discovery, discernment, development, and decisions. Like many of you, we’ve
stretched ourselves to offer remote and hybrid connections for our community in worship,
fellowship, and education. I so appreciate the ways many of you have connected with us through
worship and special events throughout the year, and invite you to do so through our YouTube
Channel and Facebook Page.
As of this writing, we’re hopeful for a more interpersonal, embodied year in 2021-2022, and I
hope that you’re able to experience that as well. That’s in no small part due to the sacrifices
made throughout the last eighteen months and the resilience we’ve all shown to pause beloved
worship practices, to reshape habits, to transform expectations. That’s good training for the
church as we continue to face a new era of ministry in the 21st century. We’d love to explore that
process with you, whether through a site visit, a consultation, or a time together to vision about
who God is calling us to be and what God is calling us to do. As I say every year, we are grateful
for our partner synods and for the ways that you support us with finances, with relationships, and
with prayer. We pray for you, too, and rejoice that we’re church together for the sake of the
world!
Grace and peace,
The Rev. Drew Tucker
University Pastor
dtucker@capital.edu
614-236-7737

