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Transitional Ministers are called by the Southeast Michigan Synod Council to be transition 
specialists in congregations with pastoral vacancies. Transitional Ministers are placed in 
congregations in a cooperative discernment process with the congregational council, synod 
staff, and Conference Dean.   

Transitional Ministers serve as a resource and guide in partnership with a Transition Team to 
clarify the following: 

1. Identify congregational strengths and values: what assets will empower forward movement 
in mission? 

2. Focus on mission and purpose: why is this community of faith here? 

3. Build discipleship: what spiritual practices help deepen faith and inspire action?  

4. Connect with the community: what are local needs and how can the church help meet them?  

The Transition Team often evolves into a Call Committee that completes the Ministry Site 
Profile required to engage the call process. Transitional Ministers normally serve in one 
congregation from six months to a year or longer if necessary. The roster includes, but is not 
limited to, trained interim pastors. They meet bi-monthly, normally the third Wednesday, from 
1-2:30 p.m. on Zoom. Meetings include devotions (rotated leadership), sharing updates, highs 
and lows, networking, and learning from one another. As Covid clears, some in-person social 
gatherings may take place. During Pastor Lauren Kirsh-Carr’s medical leave, Pastors Jack 
Eggleston and Dana Runestad have been serving as resources for this group.  

As of this writing, active intentional Transitional Ministers in our synod include: 

Monica Villarreal, serving with King of Glory in Flushing 
Bart Muller, serving with Messiah in Swartz Creek 
Peggy Rose, serving with Spirit of Grace in West Bloomfield 
Candida Turner, serving with American in Clinton Township 
Linda Morin, serving with Mount Calvary in Warren 
Michelle Werner, serving with St. Thomas in Sterling Heights 
Bill Kirsh-Carr, serving with Bethel in St. Clair Shores 
Krister Ulmanis, serving with St. Paul in Grosse Pointe Farms 
Sue Sprowls, serving with Good Hope in Garden City 
Joshua Rinas, serving with St. Paul in Blissfield 
Kurt Hutchens, serving with Zion in Chelsea 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Dana Runestad 
Temporary Convener of Transitional Ministers for the SEMI Synod 


