
Take a Seat: 
Quilts of God 

Over the years, I’ve been gifted a number of quilts -- large 
quilts, prayer quilts, old quilts passed down through my family. 
They’ve come from a variety of people and places, and they 
always come in useful this time of year.  

My favorite quilt was a gift for our wedding. It’s an absolute 
work of love and art. (Forgive me for not knowing my quilting 
terminology in the coming sentences.) The quilt is made with  
dozens of squares, which are made of triangles, and those 
hold well-wishes from members at my first call church, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Capac, MI. Every square has 
different types of fabric, from polka dots and floral patterns to 
scraps of color, and no two triangles that make up the squares 
are the same. Then, over the whole quilt, a sewn pattern of 
hearts weaves in and around every square.  

It’s clear the quilt was made with love, but more than that, it 
was made in community. People came together to write their 
well-wishes, and others donated their time and energy in the 
construction of the quilt. This doesn’t even take into account 
the larger contributing community: textile creators, fabric store 
owners, and pattern-makers. Whenever I am wrapped up with 
this quilt, I am reminded just how wide the community that 
surrounds me actually is.    

Think of your own quilting (or knitting or prayer shawl making) 
ministries that you’ve been witness to throughout your time in 
the church.  

Maybe your congregation makes quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief, or for seniors who are graduating.  

Maybe you have the holy privilege of delivering prayer shawls 
that have been prayed over specifically for health and 
wholeness for an individual within your larger community.  

Maybe your textile ministry is made up of a few faithful 
remaining members, and they are wrestling with how to carry 
on this faithful and patient practice.  

Regardless of how vibrant or scarce these ministries are in 
your current or previous settings, they offer opportunities for 
connection, fellowship, spiritual growth and creativity. What 
might happen if we tried to use quilting groups as a model for 
other ministries in our congregation? How might an outreach 
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change if connection and creativity were just as important as 
fellowship and spiritual growth?  

There are a number of poems that speak to all of this, and 
ultimately, they remind us that we -- the church -- are the quilts 
of God. We are called to form connections of compassion, to 
be creative in our sharing of God’s love, to find ways to 
strengthen our faith and the faith of others, and to join together 
in fellowship as a reminder that we are never alone or 
forgotten by either God or our faith communities.  

The gift of quilters in the church runs much deeper than the 
piles of fabric they have tucked away in a closet somewhere in 
your building. Wrapping others up in fabric stitched together 
with love is a practice I hope we don’t soon let go.   

Shalom,  

Pastor Sarah 

 


